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CSB has had an exciting and fun
-filled school year. Our students 
have been challenged 
academically, and have been given 
opportunities to be independent 
and experience a wide variety of 
activities.  They include sports 
teams, outdoor education, cross 
country skiing, an evening with 
Pixar, martial arts, service learning 
and much more. This issue of 
Braille Bites features some of the 
wonderful activities our students 
have participated in since our last 
issue. We are proud of all of our 
students’ accomplishments, 
especially our graduates. This 
issue includes beautifully written 
essays from each of our grads 
describing their experiences at 
CSB and sharing their future 
plans. This year CSB will send 
eleven graduates to their next step 
in transition to adulthood. Seven of 
our graduates are receiving high 
school diplomas. Several of our 
students will be attending the 
Hatlen Center, one student will be 
attending the Helen Keller National 
Center, and three students 
anticipate attending college in the 
Fall. We congratulate this amazing 

group of students and wish 
them well on their life’s 
journey.  
 
As I reflect on the 2015-2016 

school year, I want to 

recognize CSB’s incredible 

staff. Our staff is dedicated to 

ensuring our students receive 

a quality education. They have 

worked hard despite changes 

in program and professional 

demands. Their talent and 

passion are evident in every 

aspect of their work. Staff & 

students, thank you for a great 

school year! 
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CSB students were treated to a special presentation 
of 3D work by artist, Michael Koehle.  Michael designed 
a computer program that transforms two dimensional 
images—photographs, drawings, or paintings—into 
finely detailed three dimensional relief models.  
Students, James, Mike, Levi, Parker, and Cody were 
fascinated by the varying textures and detail of the 
artwork.  They easily recognized the tactile forms of 
ocean waves (from a photograph) and enjoyed exploring the images of a still life 
and portraits.  Michael explained that the images’ dark and light values are 

represented in relief form; light 
values are taller and dark 
values are less shallow.  Visual 
information can be experienced 
through touch, by feeling the 
height of the surface.  Michael 
offered to create other tactile 
pieces to share with us.  He is 
planning to return with a model 
of Vincent Van Gogh’s famous 
painting, “The Starry Night”.  
Michael Koehle is currently an 
artist-in-residence at Autodesk, 
a bay area company that 
produces CAD (computer-
assisted design) software.    

Tactile Art              By: Minda Tayam, Art Teacher 

Enchanted Hills Camp Adventure   By: Marie Trudelle, APE Teacher 

“EHC is the place to be!” This phrase was shouted and echoed by thirty CSB 

students standing amongst the enormous redwood trees covering Enchanted Hills 

Camp. On Wednesday April 13th CSB embarked on a three day Outdoor Ed 

adventure.  The students participated in an array of programs such as hiking, 

boating, swimming, cooking, a ropes course, wood working, lawn bowling, and 

team building games. Students eagerly tried new activities and were supported by 

positive cheers from their peers. In the evenings, everyone gathered around the fire 

pit to share stories, sing camp songs, and make s’mores! Students returned to 

school with stories and a new chant, "EHC and CSB are the place to be!" 



Beep Baseball Team                    By: Joe Vona, AT Specialist 
 

Play ball! This year CSB was filled with school spirit and was fortunate to have three 
sports offered during the spring season. One of these sports was Beep Baseball! 
Practice was in full swing for the team as they practiced Monday through Thursday after 
school. These young athletes worked hard as a team and learned the fundamentals of 
beep baseball. In addition, the young athletes were encouraged to have fun, have 
respect, be responsible, learn to communicate, learn technical skills, and strive to win. 
Coached by Joe Vona and John Healy, the team consisted of CSB’s finest ball players; 
Parker, Gaby, Clayton, Ricardo, Lucia, Manny, Johnathan, Eugenia, and James.  

Track Team              By: Marie Trudelle, APE Teacher  

 

On Tuesday May 3rd  the CSB Track team attended its first meet at Woodside Priory 
School. Eight committed CSB students have been training for the event since March. 
CSB students competed alongside the Priory track team in the 50m, 100m, 400m, 
800m, and 4x200m relay. Each CSB student was mentored by a group of athletes from 

the host school. After the running events, CSB athletes were 
introduced to two field sports—discus and long jump. 
 

At the end,  two students from Priory and CSB shared about their 
track experience and then participated in a team gift exchange. 
Shirts, school pins, granola bars, and contact information were 
traded amongst athletes. The meet was an astounding success 
with CSB athletes achieving personal bests in distance and times. 
CSB would like to thank Woodside Priory School for hosting 
the meet and making it such a memorable event. 

Swim Team            By: Stacey Colley, O&M Instructor 
 

CSB’s swim team, coached by Veronica Gunn and 
Stacey Colley, kicked off this year on April 4

th
! Maryam P., 

Stuart S., Athena S., Amara A., and Jayna N. met every day 
after school for one hour over six weeks to practice their 
swimming skills. These athletes worked diligently to learn 
new strokes, techniques, and what it takes to be on a swim 
team. All of their hard work paid off during a swim meet at 
CSB on May 11

th
! The students and staff competed in two 

teams, the Maroon Team (Mary Alice, Athena, Maryam, and Roger) and the Silver Team 
(Amanda, Jayna, Kylie, and Stacey). Everyone participated in relay and individual 
events! The Silver Team won by 7 points (with a score of 36-29). Overall, the swim 
season was an exciting time filled with team work and competition. We look forward to 

next year! GO, CSB!   



I have been attending CSB for about 3 years, in 
coming here I was very nervous to leave home and 
be so far from my family. Right away though I met 
other students and began to feel comfortable in this 
new environment. Within a week I had built great 
friendships, and was over my uneasy feelings. Being 
with peers with the same disability as me has allowed 
me to gain more of an acceptance of my eye 
condition, which was one of my greatest challenges. I 
once had good vision, but started having vision loss 
by age 11. By coming to CSB I’ve learnt fluent braille 
skills, Independent living skills, and excelled in my 
mobility skills. I would like to thank the following 
people for being a big part in my experience and 
independent growth at CSB; Miss Tanaka, Vanessa 
H., Stacey C., Shelby Z., Jennie H., Paul D., Kris W., 
Michael O., Paula B., Valerie, Daniel T., Jason T., 
and Ann G.. But most of all I would like to thank my 
amazing family especially my mom for all the love 
and support throughout my life and always being 
there for me.     

I have been attending CSB for six years.  In that 
time, a lot of things have changed for me.  I have 
accomplished a lot of things I never thought I 
would.  I have learned a lot about myself, and I 
have really come out of my shell.  I have learned 
the skills I need to pass the CHSPE. 
 
After CSB, I will most likely go to OCB for a day 
program.  I may even come back to CSB though, 
so things are still up in the air until I find out 
whether or not I’m coming back. 
 
My time here has been amazing, and I’d like to 
thank everyone who supported me in this time. 



I have attended CSB for the past 8 years and started in the 
education program. Since that time I have gained so many 
skills both in academic and vocational programs. I have had 
many on-campus and off campus jobs over the 
years. These programs have given me the 
opportunity to blossom into a better student and 
man. I am excited to start the next chapter in my life! 
After CSB I will attend The Hatlen Center for the 
Blind in San Pablo to gain independent living skills 
so I can live independently in the bay area after this 
program with a job. 
 
Here at CSB I have made so many friendships that 
will last a lifetime and has given me the ability to 
open up about my vision loss and not feel alone in 
my vision challenges. This also has given me a new 
perspective on how to view myself and others with 
vision loss. The sense of camaraderie, dedication, 
compassion and love felt by student and staff is 
indescribable. It can be seen by the smiles on 
everyone’s face while walking through campus each 
day. I want to thank each and every one who has been 
a part of my education while attending CSB. You are all incredible. Thank you from 
the bottom of my heart!     
 
“If you haven’t found it yet, keep looking. Don’t settle. With all matter of the heart, 
you’ll know when you find it” Steve Jobs. 

I started at CSB in 2012. My favorite 
thing to do was answer the phone for 
my dorm job.  I learned how to use 
the computer, how to use a Gmail 
account, and orientation and mobility 
skills.   
 
After I leave CSB I plan to look for a 
new adult program with my Dad.  I 
want my new program to help me use 
the computer and teach me how to 
order new books online. 
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First I would like to start off by saying this school has taught me so much. I will miss 
some of my favorite classes.  I will also miss the opportunities that I had to be more 
independent.  At CSB, I have also made some life-long friendships. 
  
One of the classes I’m going to miss is APE.  I loved going hiking, ice skating, and 
boating.  I will also miss doing art in Mrs. Tayam’s class.  She taught me how to knit, 
crochet, and work with clay.  I will definitely miss her.  I will also miss O&M.  I 
especially loved being able to travel all over and knowing that the world is my 
classroom.  Last, but not least, I will miss Mrs. Durski.  She is by far the best teacher I 
ever had! 
 
CSB has taught me living skills and how to be independent. I learned how to 
cook delicious recipes.  My favorite recipe was pulled chicken.  I also learned how to 
clean my apartment.  I even learned how to shop for groceries.  I don’t think I would 
have learned these skills as well as I did without being at CSB.   
 
I have also met some amazing people. These people have made a huge impact on 

my life.  There have been so many people that have helped me that I cannot even list 

them all!  I have also gained friends for life.  I have made a very special relationship 

with a fellow student who has brightened my life in more ways than I could have ever 

imagined.  His name is William and I hope to become the Mrs. one day! <3 



I want to thank three important people for making my time at CSB fun and rewarding.  
Ms. Durski, my current teacher, you pushed me hard but I am glad you pushed me to 
my full potential. I remember the first day in your class, I was nervous because I had to 
take life much more seriously. You showed me what being an adult is all about. You 
helped me learn about myself.  
 
I would love to thank Ron who was my Junior High teacher. It was fun in your class 
because I had fun playing chess with you after school. You made learning fun from 
building rockets in science to explaining difficult concepts to me with hands-on 
learning. 
 
The last thanks goes to Julie, a long time moral support. You always knew what I was 
thinking about especially when times were difficult.  You always knew what I am 
thinking about which is good because sometimes I cannot figure it out myself. 
  

My plans after CSB include the STEP Program in Los Angeles, California. Then once I 

complete the STEP Program, I will go to OCB (Orientation Center for the Blind). After 

OCB I would like to take classes at my local community college. I don’t know where I 

will end up, but, I have an idea of where I hope to go. I only can say one thing; “Two 

days we cannot control are yesterday and tomorrow.”       

Class 

of 

2016 



CSB is a good school.  

I like APE because we got to go bowling, boating and 
skating.  

I also learned a little bit on the computer using JAWS 
and MAGIC. 

I learned sign language. 

I also learned a lot about English in Ms. Bybee‘s class. 

I learned Self Advocacy with Vanessa. We learned 
how to speak up when we have problems.   

I learned a lot about problem-solving for 
communication with Tamar.  

I joined music with Mr. Siligo.  

I had mobility with Shelby and we talked about how to 
schedule paratransit. 

I enjoyed being here at CSB and it is a very good 
school to be in.  

I had a great time with all my teachers and those 
people who helped me.  

After graduation, I will go to HKNC in New York to 
learn more about living and other things that are 
important to know.  

I will also learn more about jobs. 

After I leave HKNC, I want to work to make money for 
bills and to help my family. It is not easy to live without 
a job.  

I’ve been part of the CSB family for four years, in these four 
years I have learned many skills that I can take with me out into 
the world and apply to my everyday life. I’ve learned how to do 
CPR, play goal ball, how to plan out a study schedule and how to 
ask for help when I need it.  
 
Since being here I have completed high school and registered 

for college classes. I plan on becoming a mixologist and chef. 

One day I hope to open my own restaurant. I would like to thank 

Michael Ortiz and Ms. Durski for helping me through all of the 

things I have had to do, to get to this point in my life; without 

them I would not be where I am today. I also would like to thank 

Roger and Jim for teaching me the life skills I need to live out on 

my own, from cooking and cleaning to just knowing how to deal 

with every day problems. I’d like to thank Mrs. Linville for sticking 

up for me when I had issues with my school district. Without her I 

wouldn't have been able to get my high school diploma. For that 

I thank you. I would also like to thank all of the teacher aids for 

being such great friends and awesome people. I’d also like to 

thank Nita for giving me my O&M license to travel through the 

bay.  



My time here at CSB has been life changing and unforgettable.  Before I attended this 
school I had no understanding of my disability but now I comprehend it and know how 
to handle it.   

 

I have learned in my three and a half years spent here to be a better independent 
traveler.  Since I have attended this school I have been able to learn how to take a 
bus, BART, and Paratransit independently through the O&M program.  The Apartment 
Living program taught me all the daily living skills to become independent.  I learned 
how to find a recipe, make a shopping list, and cook a meal.  Throughout my time 
here I have also figured out which career path I would like to pursue.  I would like to 
be a receptionist.  I spent time working as a receptionist in the administration office 
with Marcus.  He taught me how to answer phones, transfer to extensions, and how to 
do postage on mail.  He definitely taught me how to multi-task.   

 

I would also like to thank my teacher, Mrs. Durski, because she understands my 
disability and knows how to work with me in order for me to be successful.  She 
figured out the learning techniques that worked best for me in the classroom.  Without 
Mrs. Durski’s help and encouragement, I don’t think I would have been able to 
complete my last class for high school. 

 

Although my time at CSB is coming to an end, I have made some lasting and lifelong 
friendships.  I will cherish these friendships for years to come.  I am excited to start 
the next chapter of my life.  I plan to continue utilizing my skills learned at CSB in the 
future, especially at the Hatlen Center for the Blind. 



One of the things that I liked about CSB was 
that I met many students who were blind like 
me.  I also enjoyed participating in the bridge 
program at CSB and I also liked going off 
campus with dorm staff and other students.  I 
also liked cooking for myself and going 
shopping for the cooking activities for the bridge 
program.   
 
After I finish high school my first option is to go 
to Chapman University in Anaheim.  If I do not 
get accepted, my second option is to go to 
Santiago Canyon College and four years from 
now I will live by myself. 

At one point or another, everyone goes through a 
stage where they’re in search of who they are and 
what they’d like to accomplish. Who knows if I 
would’ve had a positive opportunity to begin my 
lifelong exploration in doing so had I not attended 
the California School for the Blind for the last eight 
years. I can honestly say without a doubt that CSB 
has overall given me the emotional stability to form 
my stance to confidently take on anything that 
comes my way despite any obstacles. I’d like to 
thank the following people who’ve helped me glow 
and grow in more ways than one. Personally, I 
value their impact more than I would ever the time 
frame they were a part of my life for. First and 
foremost, my awesome dad Jorge Chavez, lovely 
mom Maria Juarez, and amazing friends Kendall, 
Jordan, and Nasir. Staff wise: Vanessa, JoAnne 
Tanaka, Julie, Jerry Kuns, Ann Gelles, Tracy, Paula, 
Valerie, Marcus, Joe Vona, Joe Navarro, Kelly Pastor, Debbie Dominguez, Paul 
Dominguez, Debbie Picon, Cali, Gilbert, James Rudder, Annie Turner, Jami, 
Letitia, Linda Morse, Edith, Karen Fokes, Jason, Silvana, Sylvia Oberti, Jennie, 
Mini, Reynaldo Abesamis, Maureen Reardon, and Daniel Thomas. Those I have 
mentioned reflect a part of me in their own special way. 



On May 10th and 11th, Ms. Chadow’s, Ms. Eck’s, Ms. Hody’s, Mr. Mayeda’s, Ms. 
Pica’s, Ms. Smith’s, and Ms. Tanaka’s classes participated in a two-hour hands-on 
Kid Power workshop focusing on community and people safety skills. Kid Power is a 
non-profit organization that specializes in teaching positive communication and 
personal safety skills to people of all ages and abilities. Kid Power’s instructors 
specialize in adapting information to be relevant and meaningful to individuals with a 
variety of disabilities. Through role playing with humor and positive practice 
modeling, students learned ways to show awareness, remain calm, and display 
confidence when in public or faced with an uncomfortable situation. Students also 
cheered each other on as they practiced getting assistance from a safe adult and 
throwing away hateful words. The workshop was fun, interactive, and engaging.  
 
Thank you to Kid Power for providing 
both workshops free of charge by making 
CSB the recipient of special grant funds. 
For more information about Kid Power and 
to access to their free online library and 
resources, visit their website at 
www.kidpower.org. 

The CSB prom was a spectacular event this year. The students were transported to 
the venue on a luxury party bus. While they were on the bus they talked and 
listened to music. As the students arrived their picture was taken on a red carpet by 
a professional photographer. The students were seated at tables decorated with red 
and white roses, chrysanthemums, and 
carnations. The senior table was decorated 
with gold charger plates, wine glasses with 
a 2016 emblem, and tall vases with white 
silk flowers. The fireplace in the senior room 
was adorned with a gold glittered 2016 
sign. Red and gold tulle was draped over 
the mantle of the fireplace. They dined on a 
menu of salmon in a lemon butter sauce, 
beef tips in a Burgundy sauce, and chicken 
parmesan. Their desert was a decadent 
slice of Tiramisu. After dinner the students 
danced the night away on the dance floor. 

Safety First!            By: Shelby Zimmerman, O&M Instructor 

Prom       By: Nadrina Weseman, Supervising Counselor 

http://www.kidpower.org
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On April 19
th
, the students in Ms. Hody’s and Ms. Pica’s classes took a field trip to the Lindsay 

Wildlife Experience in Walnut Creek. Lindsay Wildlife Experience is a wild animal rehabilitation 
hospital which features a hospital for injured and sick wildlife as well as a number of hands-on 
exhibits designed to provide up-close and personal encounters with wild animals. 
 

The volunteers at Lindsay prepared a special 
presentation especially for our students. The 
volunteers had a number of taxidermy animals 
available so that students would have the 
opportunity to touch each animal they learned about. 
This enabled the students to find out more about the 
true size of the animal, the texture of its fur or 
feathers, and some of its unique features. Some of 
the full-size animals the students got to explore 
included a huge Grizzly Bear, a Hawksbill Turtle, a 
Snapping Turtle, a Red-Tailed Hawk, a Woodpecker, 
a Great Horned Owl, and a Raccoon. Additionally, 
there were animal parts to explore, including a Black 
Bear head, Mountain Lion head, and Bobcat head, 
as well as wings from a Great Horned Owl, a Turkey 
Vulture, and a Barn Owl. Several animal skulls were 
also presented for the students to explore, hold, and 
look at.  

 

At the end of the experience, the students had an opportunity to touch several live animals. Almost 
every student was brave enough to pet the live (and friendly!) Gopher Snake. For those who were 
not interested in something slithery and scaly, a fuzzy Guinea Pig was available and got lots of 
gentle strokes from the students. 
 

The students were enthusiastic about their experiences at the center. “My favorite was touching a 
real live snake!” said Mitzy. Mitzy also commented that she liked being able to touch the talons from 
different types of birds. Mariyah said, “I learned the 
different sounds birds make. And we learned about 
Mountain Lion footprints, poop, and the sounds they 
make!” Mariyah also listed touching duck feet and 
robin feet as highlights of the trip. Melanie reported 
that one of her favorite things was seeing a “really 
cool, live, blind Roadrunner” that lives at the center. 
When asked what she learned on the trip, Josselin 
replied, “I learned about a snapping turtle, and not to 
get to close to one, otherwise it will snap you!” 
 
At the end of the day, all of the students were 
excited about the things they learned about the 
native wildlife that we live with every day. 

A Wild Time at Lindsay Wildlife Experience! 
        By: Gina Ouellette, Student Services Principal 
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The first project for CSB Cares! 

was to collect food and money 

to donate to the Pet Pantry 

program at the Humane Society 

of Silicon Valley.  The program 

helps reduce the number of 

animals surrendered to shelters 

by providing free pet food to 

people who are having financial 

difficulty.  When money was 

collected, it was used to buy pet 

food.  We were able to donate 

more than 330 pounds of dry 

food and 200 cans of wet food!  

Great job, CSB! 

CSB Cares!        By: Veronica Gunn, AT Teacher 

In Loving memory... 

...ALWAYS in our hearts 

Paula deMalherbe 
1996 - 2016 



If you would like to contribute a future article for Braille Bites, please send it to: jrudder@csb-cde.ca.gov 

 

 

 

What’s coming up at CSB? 
 

August:  22 - School starts! 

 

September:  5 - Labor Day Holiday, No School 

    23 - Early Release Day 

 

October:  3 - Staff Development, No School 

    14 - Early Release Day 

Ski Trip        By: Jonathan Waite, Transition Teacher 

On March 22nd CSB students, Gaby, Austin, Ricardo, Carlos, Elena and 
Tierra VISITED Bear Valley Cross Country Ski Area in the Sierras for a day 
of Nordic Skiing.  The student navigated groomed trails in the valley that 
has just received a foot of 
fresh snow!  CSB student 
were accompanied by teacher 
Jonathan and Marie.  The 
group learned the basics of 
stride skiing and how to get up 
when you fall down!  The 
students had a wonderful day 
in the snow and would like to 
thank our very own Parents & 
Friends Association and Bear 
Valley XC for making this trip possible! 

mailto:jrudder@csb-cde.ca.gov

